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ACTI held its 16th Annual General Meeting and Conference in Kingston, Jamaica, November 6 – 8, 2006. The theme for the conference was “Leadership Development and Succession Planning to Build Tertiary Education to Support and Emergent CSME.” The conference was attended by delegates from countries throughout the English-speaking Caribbean and the North America and was assessed as being very successful in terms of the quality of the presentations.

The main outcomes of the AGM were:

· Establishment of a fund-raising committee to ensure that ACTI achieve the first level of its 5-year Strategic Plan. There will be a drive to make the youth more aware of ACTI and to ensure continued support for the Association.

· Renewed commitment of ACTI to work more closely with other regional bodies dedicated to the development of the region and the improvement of tertiary education.

· The commitment to establish ties with similar regional bodies in North America through its association with institutions there.

· The revival of the ACTI News to provide regular information and networking opportunities for its members. 

ACTI’s web site has been upgraded and is now hosted by the University College of Cayman.

ACTI will be holding 17th Annual General Meeting and Conference on November 13-15, 2007 in Grand Cayman. The University College of Cayman will be hosting the meeting. The theme of this year’s conference is “Improving Access to Tertiary Education Across the Caribbean”.

Some key questions to be addressed at the Conference

· how well is the less privileged segment of the population faring in the Caribbean? 

· Is the new access to higher education being extended to students of all socio-economic standing, or only to those with the means to pay? 

· Are all the regional countries included in the region's advancement of academic standards? 

· Do we have the means to fuel the human capital demand of the region? 

· Can we offset the brain drain to developed economies by offering our regional population viable avenues of applied knowledge leading to stable career options? 

· Does rapid expansion of higher education threaten the value of a degree, and hence the attainment and employability of its new graduates.

By adopting the theme, "Improving access to tertiary education across the Caribbean ", the Conference seeks to explore social responsibility in the region and determine how tertiary education access initiatives can be built on the desire of governments and institutions in the Caribbean to extend quality and availability of higher education to their own societies and others within the region.

It is expected that papers will cover topics such as:
The Big Picture – National and Regional Perspectives 

• The changing global economic order and its impact on the Caribbean 

• Funding tertiary education within the context of fiscal challenges

• Regional development strategies

• Caribbean – creating a ‘Knowledge Region’

• Changes in governance of tertiary education 

Partners in Education- President’s and Vice Chancellors 

• Nation-to-nation collaborations

• Offshore campuses 

• Developing transnational degree programmes 

• Dual degrees 

• Articulation agreements 

• Developing feeder institutions

Applied Knowledge & Tertiary Education - Industry Partners 

• Education – Business partnerships 

• Strategy for successful workforce development

• Research and innovation for the tertiary education sector

• Learning Management Systems 

• Executive Education- How do we get there?

• Sourcing finance for gifted students through corporate sponsorships

Quality in the Learning- Professors & Trainers

• Comparability of international qualifications 

• Regional and international accreditation schemes

• Quality assurance in teaching

• Ranking the world's universities

Borderless Education- Social Sector 

• Multi-cultural understanding for successful academic outcomes 

• Transnational education experiences 

• Understanding national education systems

Regional Projects

Members noted with some satisfaction that accreditation bodies are beginning to emerge in some territories and expressed hope that the regional body will soon be a reality.

ACTI is currently working with CARICOM in harmonising the curriculum in nursing education in the region.

ACTI is awaiting word from funding agencies on regional projects that we know will be a benefit and an opportunity to work with UWI and the region.  However, until we have approval, we will not go into detail on these.

ACTI as Executing Agency

ACTI is no longer the executing agency for The Caribbean Knowledge and Learning Network (CKLN). The CKLN office has moved to Grenada and the OAS funds can be disbursed from that location without the go between.  However, ACTI is looking forward to working with CKLN on another project that is proposed by ACTI soon. 
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